The general medical record. Concepts and suggestions for implementation.
Our view of a general medical record consists of a combination of distinct departmental- and specialty-specific medical records and an organizing kernel that contains arguably critical information. Because this system allows each clinical entity to evolve its own system, clinical priorities do not have to be negotiated or compromised. Additionally, subsystem or departmental medical records can be easily revised without disturbing the general medical record because of the modular design. Although the system seems robust with respect to design considerations, only implementation can provide adequate tests.